
 

 

August 8, 2021 

 

Dear Families, 

 

Re: Health and Safety Plan Update 

 

The Bethel Park Board of School Directors will meet again on August 17, 2021 to discuss the COVID-19 

transmission rates in the region and approve of any necessary changes to the district’s health and safety 

protocols.  

 

In furtherance of our commitment to making our schools as safe and welcoming as possible for the 

upcoming academic year, Bethel Park will continue to review and evaluate all Pennsylvania Department 

of Education, Pennsylvania Department of Health, Allegheny County Health Department, and CDC 

guidance, as well as follow advice from the Governor's Office. These (often evolving) standards continue 

to support the safety of our school community and align with public health guidance for vaccinated and 

unvaccinated individuals. 

 

Effective August 6, these are Bethel Park’s anticipated COVID-19 community standards (pending any 

changes to the health and safety plan which may come out of the August 17 Board meeting referenced 

above): 

 

▪ Masking. There is no current statewide requirement to wear masks. Bethel Park highly 

recommends but does not require students and staff to wear face coverings on school grounds.  

While face coverings are recommended but not required, we support and protect a family's 

decision to wear a mask while at school. Federal rules do require masking on school busses as 

they are considered public transportation.  All who ride Bethel Park school busses (including 

drivers, students, and support personnel) are required to wear masks when on the school 

bus regardless of their vaccination status. 

▪ Immunizations. Unlike other state-mandated school immunization requirements (such as DTaP, 

IPV, etc.), there is currently no requirement that students be vaccinated for COVID-19. 

▪ Social Distancing. Recommendations for social distancing in schools have been reduced from six 

feet to three feet, and we will make every effort to meet the distancing protocols within public 

health guidance. 

▪ Cleaning Standards. All of our cleaning and disinfecting measures, protective screens, and other 

health and safety protocols will remain in place as necessary. 

▪ Enhanced Ventilation. Last year, the District implemented permanent ventilation improvements 

that are above the EPA standard. This year, we will further improve our schools’ ventilation 

systems with upgraded filters that will be more frequently changed. 

▪ Quarantining. The District intends to follow the guidance set forth by the county and state health 

departments regarding quarantining and other COVID-19-related safety measures. 

▪ Free Breakfast and Lunch Program. The National School Lunch Program will continue to 

provide free breakfast and lunch for every student.  We encourage all District families to take 

advantage of this program, which will be available for a limited time. 



 

 

▪ Communications. With information sharing so vital in these times, we encourage you to make 

sure that your child’s school has your current contact information (i.e. phone numbers, email 

addresses, mailing addresses, etc.). We also encourage everyone to follow our social media 

channels and to regularly visit our website for the most up-to-date information regarding all 

things Bethel Park School District. 

 

There is no denying how hard the pandemic has been on everyone, and we know that many of you have 

concerns and anxieties about returning to school. While this summer has given us a small taste of 

normality as we set aside our masks and resumed gathering with friends and family, we know that if our 

children are to have an in-person experience for the entire school year, we must all do our part to 

contribute to the well-being of our community.  By working together and supporting each other, we can 

ensure a healthy, successful school year. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
James Walsh, Ed.D. 

Superintendent, Bethel Park School District 


